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Rectorial Benefice of Llantrisant 
 

The churches of Llantrisant, Miskin, Beddau, Llantwit Fardre, 

Llanharan, Brynna, Pontyclun, Talygarn and Llanharry have 

now joined together and form The Rectorial Benefice of 

Llantrisant 

 

Rector ï  Revôd Vincent Gardner ï Tel. No. -07709 589924    

  email ï Rector@llan.org.uk 

Vicar of Pontyclun, Talygarn & Llanharry - Revôd Rosemary  

  Hill email - vicarptl@llan.org.uk  

Vicar of Llanwit Fardre - Revôd Philip Gullidge 

Benefice Wardens ï 

Shirley Evans ï Llantrisant             

Gareth Jones ï Llantwit Fardre    

 

We look forward to working with all our brothers and sisters in 

the 9 churches of our new Benefice.  We pray that we will       

encourage each other, share resources and work together for 

the good of our communities and spread the good news of the 

Gospel. 

Churches in the Rectorial Benefice of Llantrisant- 

St. Illtyd, Gwynno & Dyfodwg, Llantrisant 

St. David's, Miskin 

St. Michael's Beddau 

St. Illtud's, Llanwit Fardre 

St. Paul's Pontyclun 

St. Anne's, Talygarn 

St. Illtyd's, Llanharry 

St. Julius & St. Aaron, Llanharan 

St. Peter's, Brynna 

 

Please look out for announcements  

regarding services in the Benefice. 
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Please Pray For: 

Alex Morgan, Chris Clark, Linda Rigby, Peggy  

Utting, Pat Parkinson, Margaret Hocking, Ron  

Havard, Susan Saunders and Lindsey, Beverley  

Duddridge, Phillis Williams, Kitty Evans, Betty  

France, Christine Smith, Mary Evans, Tess  

Marchman, Rebecca and Steve Davis and family, 

Jeff and Anne Howells, and Gill Evans and Rowan. 

We also pray for those living with dementia and  

their carers, and all those suffering with coronavirus, those in 

isolation and all who are worried. 

Please remember in your prayers : 

Please remember in your prayers the families of all who have 

recently died including: Carole Powell, Leighton    

Holcombe, Anthony Maitland, Arthur Smith, Richard 

David, Betty Pine, Philip Williams, Eirwen Hardwick, 

Malcolm   Doster, Chris Jones, Enid Ratliff, Jean 

Golding, Ray Pope, Ann Groves, Jackie Holmes, 

Joan Whitty, Neville Jones, Judy Davies, Paula    

Baylis, Jonathan Smart, Joan Phillips, Stan David, 

John Jones, Tony Cale, Margaret Manley and Nancy Mummery 

(formerly Willis).  

Magazine advertisers 

In these unprecedented times of the Corona-virus pandemic we 

will not be charging our advertisers for their adverts this year; 

we havenôt actually printed any magazines since March. 

Please continue to support local businesses and if you use any 

who advertise with us please remember to tell them where you 

found their details. 
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COVID-19  CORONA VIRUS RCT local lock down 

If anyone needs any help please let us know. 

Contacts- 

Shirley Evans for Llantrisant 

Len Morris for Miskin 

Mary West for Beddau  

STEWARDSHIP 

 

We know it is still difficult for all those who normally give to the 

parish through their stewardship envelope or the yellow gift aid 

envelopes, however, we are able to take card payments over 

the phone.  

If you would like to do this please ring Roger 208312 or Shirley 

226006 ï just have your bank card ready and you can tell us 

how much you want to give.  

 

Cheques can be sent to Mrs Shirley Evans, 21 Clos Leland, 

Llantrisant. CF72 8QN. Please give your envelope number if 

you have one. 

 

Thank you to all those who give by Standing Order, these will 

carry on as usual. If you would like to set up a Standing Order 

with your bank (you will probably need to do so online or over 

the phone at the moment) ring Roger for the Parish bank        

account number and sort code. These are difficult times for all 

of us and reduced income for all the      

churches in the Benefice over this period 

has had a big impact. 

 

Please pass the message on.       

 

Many thanks. 
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10 Ways to Avoid Stress this Christmas 
 

1.Change your expectations this Christmas. Donôt waste 
time lamenting what should have been. Instead, try and 
enjoy whatever is possible this year. 
2. Make a list. Include sending cards, buying presents and          
organising food for the big day. Having a lists helps keep 
you in control of your life. 
3. Set a reduced budget this year. With a pandemic       
raging, this no time to take on Christmas debt. If you canôt 
pay for it this month, probably best not to buy it. 
4. Exercise each day ï it releases happiness-inducing  
serotonin. That will help you to keep calm and positive 
over the festive period. 
5. Donôt overindulge. Too much alcohol and rich food 
wonôt improve your life. 
6. Keep calm and keep kind ï urge your family members 
to try and avoid any flare up of family tensions. If you need 
to cry, cry, but then, keep on keeping on. 
7. Remember those everyday essentials: batteries for new 
toys, toilet paper, milk, paper towel. Those things you     
never think about ï until they are gone. 
8. Entertain the kids: plan ahead various films, games and         
whatever it takes to give them a memorable Christmas. 
9. Make the most of Zoom this year with far-flung relatives 
and friends. 
10. Most of all, include God in your Christmas! This is His 
Sonôs birthday ï include Bible readings and carols in your 
family routine over the festive period. 

It was: 30 years ago, on 1
st
 December 1990 that British and 

French construction workers on the Channel Tunnel broke 

through the last wall of rock separating the two halves, and Brit-

ain and France were linked for the first time in thousands of 

years.  
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A Treasurerôs Reflection on 2020 

I know we will all be grateful to see the end of 2020. It has been 

a testing time for everyone. However, I feel it has also been a 

time when we have become closer as a Church Community. As 

a Treasurer, I was particularly concerned about what effect the 

pandemic would have on our finances. I even worried that the 

limited monies available to us would not be sufficient to keep us 

going. I now know that I need to be more trustful and know that 

God has given this Parish such faithful members, who              

recognise that it is Godôs will that we should support his Church. 

My thanks to everyone for their increased support this year. 

Without regular services our income has fallen, but because so 

many of you have continued to make regular donations, either 

by standing orders or making card payments over the phone, 

we can look forward to 2021. 

One final personal thought. I have very much enjoyed my chats 

over the telephone with members making their donations, many 

of whom I would not normally expect to 

share such conversations. 

Roger 

Stewardship 
Thank you so much to everyone who has kept up their          

Stewardship giving by whatever means during the pandemic. 

The Stewardship envelopes for 2021 are being prepared, if you 

would prefer not to have envelopes next year but make other 

arrangements for regular giving, please let us know.  

Standing order is the preferred method as you are in total con-

trol of the payments and are able to change or cancel them at 

any time, it just helps us to budget for the year knowing that we 

have this regular income. 

For any help with this please contact Roger Hambley 208312 or 

Shirley Evans 226006. Many thanks 
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Received from Uganda  18th November 

Hi Shirley and Huw , 

We send you greetings in the name of our lord Jesus Christ. We 

hope that you and the family are well. For us we are well and 

we are having much rain. Are you also having rain? 

Yesterday we had wonderful church worship. We had great    

attendance of Christians and there was joy in the church as we 

sang songs of praise and worship to God. The minister 

preached from Psalm 34;9-15.The message was there is    

blessings in obedience. We were encouraged to fear the lord, 

obey him and always walk in his ways and we shall lack            

nothing. So We were urged to seek the lord, keep our tongue 

from evil and our lips from speaking lies then we shall be 

blessed. In verse 15 the minister encouraged us to live a holy 

life in order to maintain our relationship with God as he himself 

is holy and his eyes are on the righteous and his ears attentive 

to our cry. Have you resumed church worship?  

Blessings. 

James and Joyce. 

Please continue to pray for our fellow brothers and sisters in   

Sibembe Church Uganda.  Thank you 

Llandaff Diocese have resources on Spiritual and Mental      

Wellbeing if you are looking for support at this difficult time: 

https://llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk/en/faith-and-ministry/

spiritual-wellbeing/ 
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Christmas Canôt Come Too Early 

 
Every year it happens. I hear Christians lamenting how 

óChristmas comes earlier every year.ô Since this           

September (or before!) supermarkets, shops and garden 

centres have been selling Christmas jumpers, socks and 

pyjamas and all kinds of other seasonal merchandise. 

Should we be annoyed or exasperated? Should we have 

gone around reminding people that itôs much too early for 

tinsel and mistletoe? 

This year, of all years, the answer from churches and 

Christians of all denominations must surely be a             

resounding óNO.ô 

As people began looking to Christmas for some light in the 

gloom of the pandemic ï and hard-hit businesses         

desperately need to increase their income and chances of 

survival ï  it sounds a woefully wrong note if the Church is 

saying óhold back, itôs not time yetéô 

Because Christmas is that time of year when increasing         

numbers of people want to come to church services and 

share in the story of the new-born King. It is when carols 

are played in shopping centres, and there are openings to 

speak of the meaning of the season. Churches might not 

be able to host big indoor carol services this year, but the 

challenge is how we take the Christmas message out into 

the streets and neighbourhoods around our buildings. 

This year has been one like no other for millions of people, 

with little prospect of better news into the New Year. So 

we need to be declaring the Christmas message of hope 

and light and joy in the darkness. And to be doing so at 

every opportunity. But also, we need to be doing so with 

sensitivity and care, for the many who will find it hard to be  
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Magazine Deadline 

 
The deadline for articles for Februaryôs Magazine is 

 

Friday January 22nd 2021 

celebrating this pandemic year, and with the prospect of 

large family gatherings in doubt because of Covid 19    

regulations. 

Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell wrote in his 2009 

book óDo Nothing Christmas is Comingô, ñChristmas is one 

of the most joyful times of the year. It is also one of the 

most stressful. It is laden with expectations. It is often 

overtaken with grief. It might be the season of good will, 

but it can feel like the last straw on an already                

overburdened camel.ò He added ruefully, ñWise men 

would not ride this one.ò 

Archbishop Cottrell is right that Christmas has to be       

approached sensitively, that we need to take care in how 

we celebrate, that for many people who have lost loved 

ones and livelihoods during this traumatic year, Christmas 

will not be easy. 

We come alongside people with the news that the baby 

born in the manger grew up to be the Man of Sorrows,    

acquainted with grief, who experienced suffering and      

bereavement. God, born as Man, who shared our pain as 

well as our celebrations, ultimately died on a cross to rise 

again. 

Our mission is to bring a message of hope, and to do so 

with love, humility and sensitivity to a hurting disorientated 

world ï one thatôs eager for light in the gloom. 


